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Activity 3 – Newsnight 1796
In this activity, you can choose which role you would like to play – Scientist Edward Jenner or the Aggressive Interviewer. Ask someone at home to play the other part. First, you will both have to find out as much as you can about Dr Jenner’s amazing discovery (you can start by reading the Useful Background Information sheet in the Resources section).

It’s 1797 and news has just broken that people can be protected against a deadly disease known as smallpox by having a very small dose of a much less serious infection called cowpox injected into their bloodstream. If a person has recovered from cowpox, they can’t catch smallpox. This process is called vaccination. However, because it’s new and has only been tried once, most people are very unsure about how safe the process is. The interviewer’s questions and comments makes it very clear what they think about it! 

Think carefully about what this line from Song 3 means:

‘…and we come with one intent, for the truth we represent, but if the truth’s a little dull, we’re happy to invent.’ 
What clues are there that the press might be prepared to twist the facts they are given in order to make their story more exciting or more frightening for the public? Are there similarities between this approach and the way in which the Aggressive Interviewer asks questions of Dr Jenner?

Together, you and your partner should decide what Dr Jenner will say in response to the questions he’s asked. You can record the interview as if you were on a TV or radio news programme but get some practice in first, so the conversation runs smoothly.
Remember to behave as if this is the first time the public are hearing about this amazing scientific discovery – one that will eventually save the lives of many millions of people around the world.
Aggressive interviewer:  Good evening, Dr Edward Jenner, and welcome to Newsnight 1796. Could you please tell us about your (ahem) recent experiments?
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Edward Jenner:
Aggressive interviewer:  So, let me get this right. You deliberately infected a poor, defenceless boy with cowpox, as part of your experiment? You then went on to deliberately expose him to smallpox – the deadliest of deadly killers?


Edward Jenner:

Aggressive interviewer:  What in the name of heaven were you thinking about man?! You could have killed the boy! Why 
did you do that?


Edward Jenner:

Aggressive interviewer:  And what were his mother and father saying about all of this vaccination malarkey?!


Edward Jenner:
Aggressive interviewer:  What proof do you have that this experiment (huh!) actually worked? Why should I let you anywhere near me with your cowpox pus?!


Edward Jenner:

Aggressive interviewer:  Tell me, Dr Jenner – what are your plans for the future? Convince me that what you are doing will put your name in the history books.

Edward Jenner:

Aggressive interviewer:  Well, Dr Jenner, thank you for that interesting answer. I’m sure they’ll all be flocking to your door for vaccinations (not!).


Edward Jenner: 
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